How Do | Request Mediation?

Once an adverse decision is received
USDA, to request mediation, the request
party must contact M.A.M.P. within 30 day
the adverse decision letter to request m
tion. If it is an issue with rural Developme
the requesting party must contact RD wit
30 days from the adverse decision letter
RD will refer them to the Mediation Progra
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) p
hibits discrimination in all its programs and act
ties on the basis of race, color, national origin,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital st
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
entation, political beliefs, genetic information,
prisal, or because al
come is derived from any public assistance
gram. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all p
grams.)Persons with disabilities who require al
native means for communication of program in
mation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) sh
contact USDAOGs T A/RGRGEIT
(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, O
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Was
ton, D.C. 202509410 or call toliree at (866) 632
9992 (English) or (800) 88339 (TDD) or (866)
3778642 (English Fedenallay) or (800) 84&136
(Spanish Federadlay). USDA is an equal opp
provider and e

g,

OUR COMMI TMENT = YOU

For more information on the Mississippi

Agticulture Mediation Program please contact:

LyTanya Toomer ) )
or part of an 1 ndivi
- Director of M.A.M.P

888-914-9941 office
888-462-9901 fax

lytanyatoomer(@federation.coop

enter at 202
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233 East Hamilton Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
Office Phone:601-354-2750

Fax: 601-354-2777
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MISSISSIPPI AGRICULTURE MEDIATION PROGRAM

The Mississippi Association of

Cooperatives(MAC), a state association

of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives,
was chartered in December 1972, as a non
profit organization.M A Gsdmission is to en-
hance the quality of life and economic oppor-
tunities for rural Mississippi residents through
the development of cooperative businesses and
other economic strategies. One component of

t he associationos wWor

mediation program, which is designed to
help individuals to resolve disputes in a
non-adversarial setting with confidentiality
without going through litigation, appeals,
bankruptcy and foreclosure.

How Does Mediation Work?

Mediation is a process where parties in
dispute sit down with a neutral third party
to try to settle their dispute without going
through litigation. The parties are in total con-
trol of the decision making processThe media-
tion is facilitated by a trained Certified Medi-
ator whosepurpose is to control the environ-
ment, facilitate discussion, and help those in

dispute to identify their mutual problems,
identify and consider options, and attempt
to reach a mutual  solution.

Who May Participate? 1 Voluntary

Any parties in dispute may participate 1 Confidential
in mediation as long as both parties are
willing.  Participation in mediation does
not constitute a waiver of any legal rights. 1 Alternative to litigation
If no solution is reached, the parties are
free to proceed with other legal remedids.Y
If a solution is reached during mediation, 1 Informal and private
an agreement is prepared as a legal contract 1 Creative solutions
however, the document will not become final )

until all parties have an opportunity to have 1 High success rate

it reviewed and signed.

.Advantages of Mediation.

Preserves relationships

Time and cost efficient

What Can Be Mediated?

What is the Cost of Mediation? .
FSA loan disputes

There is no fee for Agriculture related issues.
The fee for all other issues will be deter- Domestic issues
r_mneQ by the .comple.xr[.y of thg issue and the Wetland determinations
time involved in mediating the issue.

Conservation compliance

Where Will The Mediation Take Boundaries determination

Place? :
ace Family farm concerns and estate

The mediation i§ scheduled at one of MAM- planning .
P6s offices or at a neutr al |l ocation th

venient for all parties. In certain situations, T USDA Appeals
mediations can be conducted via telephone. ¢ NondSDA issues can be mediatg
for a fee.




